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October 7, 2016 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
School district seeking nominations for Owl Award of Excellence  
 
KAMLOOPS – School District 73 invites nominations for its annual Owl Award of 
Excellence in Public Education, which acknowledges an individual, group or 
organization that has provided outstanding service to support public education in 
the region. 
 
The prestigious award was created through the board’s long-term plan to 
recognize outstanding, system-wide contributions to education over an extended 
period of time, which impact students, parents, teachers, support staff and 
educational leaders across the school district. 
 
Last year, the Kamloops North Rotary Club won the Owl Award of Excellence for 
its more than 40-years of support and hard work at the McQueen Lake 
Environmental Education Centre, which has created an educational legacy for 
many generations to enjoy. 
 
This year’s winner will be announced in early 2017 and will be presented with a 
statuette of a burrowing owl sculpted by local artist Terry Norlander, which 
symbolizes wisdom, hope and vision. 
 
Nominations will be accepted until October 31, 2016, and forms can be found on 
the school district website at www.sd73.bc.ca. A committee of five, made up of 
the district superintendent, a board representative and three members of the 
community are responsible for selecting the winner. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Alison Sidow, Superintendent, 
School District 73 
Office: 250-374-0679 
 

http://www.sd73.bc.ca/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
From the Board Meeting of:  September 12, 2016 

 
 

1. The Board enjoyed a presentation on Edison Robotics from Principal Jake Schmidt, 
Teacher Jason Sandhu, and two grade seven students from Pacific Way Elementary. 

 
2. The Board received an update on this year’s school start-up. 
 
3. The Board approved the Early Closure Dates for the 2016-2017 school year. 

 
4. The Board received a Projected Enrollment Snapshot Report. 

 
5. The Board received a report on the New Reporting Order and Guidelines, presented by 

Director Robinson.  
 
6. The Board adopted the Revised Schedule of Board Meetings for 2016 and 2017 for 

rural communities. 
 

7. The Board approved the addition of 7.72 FTE elementary teaching positions for the 
2016-2017 school year. 

 
8. The Board received, reviewed, and approved the 2015-2016 Audited Financial 

Statements. 
 

9. The Board approved a request from BC Special Olympics to support, in principle, the 
City of Kamloops hosting the 2017 Summer Games. 

 
 
The next regular Board Meeting will occur on Monday, September 26, 2016 at the School 
Board Office, 1383 Ninth Avenue, Kamloops, BC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

From the Board Meeting of:  October 3, 2016 
 
 

10. The Board enjoyed a presentation from Principal McKenna and Vice Principal Whitney 
of Vavenby Elementary: “Why Salmon Make a Good Inquiry-Based Learning Project.”    

 
11. The Board received information regarding Ministry funding grant opportunities in the 

areas of Computational Thinking and Coding Support, Skills Training and Access 
Grants, and Skills Training Support Agreements. 

 
12. The Board received a report on the District’s School Immunization Program. 
 
13. The Board received information regarding a new District Sexual Orientation and 

Gender Identity (SOGI) District Coordinator position. 
 
14. The Board received a report on the Youth Homelessness Count surveys to be 

administered in our District.   
 
15. The Board received information regarding the District’s preliminary 1701 Enrolment 

Report. 
 
16. The Board approved the Rotary Club of Kamloops’ request to continue with the Family 

Dinner Program at NorKam Senior Secondary School for the 2016-2017 school year. 
 
17. The Board recognized the School District’s receipt of the United Way Quantum Leap 

Award in recognition of the District doubling its fundraising contributions in 2016.   
 

18. The Board adopted the following revised policies: 
 
• Policy   200.1 Board Meetings 
• Policy   203.1 Trustee Remuneration  
• Policy   506.5 Graduated Adults: Course Fees 
• Policy   912.1 Principals and Vice-Principals: Mobility 
• Policy   912.2  Principals and Vice-Principals: Process for Appointment 
• Policy 1136.1 Travel: Expenses and Insurance 

 
The next regular Board Meeting will occur on Monday, October 24, 2016 at the School 
Board Office, 1383 Ninth Avenue, Kamloops, BC. 
 


