Bert Edwards Science & Technology School

Personal Digital Devices Guidelines/Expectations

Background

As of July 1, 2024, the Kamloops-Thompson School District is revising the District’s student
code of conduct (Administrative Procedure 350) to include the following language as required by
Ministerial Order M89:

Comply with restrictions on personal digital device use at school to promote online safety and
focused learning environments by demonstrating:

use of personal digital devices for instructional purposes and digital literacy
development;

- use of personal digital devices that is appropriate to a student’s age and
developmental stage;

- use personal digital devices for accessibility and accommodation needs, including
medical and health needs;

- use personal digital devices to support equitable access to learning outcomes.

Bert Edwards Science & Technology School’s personal digital devices expectations/policy is
guided by the above language, Ministerial Order M89, and has been developed with staff,
parents and students to promote online safety and focused learning environments for all
students. This commitment is a result of collaborative efforts involving staff, parents, and
students. The aim is to promote online safety and create focused learning environments for all
students. These policies will further reinforce the school's dedication to the safety and learning
of its students.

Guidelines for Personal Electronic Devices - ELEMENTARY

Students who bring devices such as cell phones, and/or any other electronic communication
device will be instructed to keep them in their backpacks or lockers for the duration of the school
day unless requested by the teacher for classwork. As per AP 350.1, the safekeeping of these
devices are solely the responsibility of the owners. We ask that students use the office phone
when calling parents during the day due to illness or urgent matters. Students may use
e-readers for quiet reading times upon permission of the teacher. Cell phones or other electronic
devices are also prohibited during recess and/or lunchtime. Failure to comply with this policy
will result in the confiscation of the electronic device which will be retained by the teacher and/or
turned in to the office for follow-up with administration.

Expectations (see next page)


https://bcsd73.civicweb.net/filepro/documents/93950/?preview=102797
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TuODJKpsYKJSWNPL0LuZX9-NVFnb-cbd/view

In individually unique cases, students are permitted to use personal digital devices at
all times, such times are:

When the student requires the use of their personal digital device to support their medical
needs as outlined in their Competency Based Individual Education Plan or confirmed by their
physician.

When the student requires the use of their personal digital device to support their accessibility
and instructional accommodation needs as outlined in their Competency Based Individual
Education Plan, their Service Plan or their Annual Instruction Plan.

Student use of their personal digital device is permitted for instructional purposes based on
teacher discretion and direct supervision.

The daily expectation at Bert Edwards Science & Technology School is:

During instructional time (learning environments) and non-instructional time (recess and
lunch):

Student use of their personal digital device is not permitted.

Student behaviour that contravenes these guidelines will be addressed using Administrative
Procedure 350: Student Code of Conduct and Administrative Procedure 355: Student Discipline.
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